


Dirleton Village Association

Minute of Public Meeting on 20th June 2024

The meeting was held at 7pm in The Castle Inn.

Present: 	Z. Trendell (Chairperson); C. Hamer; J. Macleod; F. McClintock; B. Ford; V. & B. Nimmo; T. & C. Drysdale; I. Oliver; D. Carter; S. Oliver; H. Wager; V. Currie; I. Paxton; B. Moody; D. McDonald; N. Bruce; D. Arnold; A Muir.

Apologies: S. Paterson-Brown; T. Lonie; P. Du Vivier

1. Presentation by B. Moody, head teacher of Dirleton Primary School
Looking ahead to 2024/25 academic year / engagement with the Community
Teaching children social enterprise by sale of produce from the now 12yr old orchard – apple juice, chutney etc.
Children attended Gullane Day Care Centre had a very positive impact on visitors. This builds skills and confidence.
Volunteers from the village are assisting in reading and learning.
BM welcomed the DVA and DGN involvement in the school and requested suggestions for any other activities the children could be involved in.

2. Presentation by Dan Arnold
Scaled version of the planets in our solar system laid out on the JMW from the east lodge extending 1.2km towards Archerfield Walled Garden and beyond.
Scheduled to be open in July in time for the walking festival which starts 24th August.
Website being developed Dirleton Solar System
DVA to assist in promotion and it was suggested that DA should submit an application for funding to cover the costs that he paying personally.

3. Approval of Minutes of meeting 18th April 2024.
Proposed by FM and seconded by JM. 

4. Update from meeting 23rd May - ZT
We have received feedback from ELC on the Local Place Plan that was submitted. The document can’t be registered as it is as it needs the issues raised to be related to policies. ZT requested assistance from TD.
TD expressed concern that his concerns raised about the SCIO had not been addressed by the committee. The committee apologised for not responding to correspondence but reassured him that the points raised were being considered. The submission of a revised constitution to OSCR for the proposed SCIO is simply to ensure that the document is compliant if the residents of the village agree at an EGM to go ahead.





5. Garden Open Event - CD
The 2 day event was a great success and raised c.£6,000 of which 20% will be donated to the DVA. CD is retiring from organising future events and Rona Campbell will be taking over.

6. Historic Reenactment - AM
Allan Muir explained that he has organised a reenactment of Edward I army’s siege of Dirleton Castle, which will be held at Yellowcraig over the weekend of 7th/8th September. Additional overflow parking will be on an adjacent field. Request for volunteers to assist in management. Follow this link for Tickets.

7.  Old Village Hall - DC
ELC have agreed to the principle of an asset transfer, cost tbc. DC previously identified the repair works for a wind and watertight storage facility for the village assets are likely to be £85k (incl VAT). This includes a quote from ELC’s framework asbestos contractor of £30k for dealing with asbestos, new roof c.£20k, new doors and decorate c.£16k, relocate bats c.£5k. 
VC asked whether costs might be reduced by training up residents to undertake the work. ELC are being quizzed on the structural relevance of cracks in the panels. 

8. Fly Tipping – CH
There have been several incidents of fly tipping reported at Yellowcraig. It has been suggested that this is a direct consequence of the Council’s closure / restrictions at waste recycling facilities and new charges for garden waste disposal. Residents to be vigilant and report any suspicious vehicles at night.
 
9. GADD Community Council - ZT
The last meeting discussed planning applications, Local Place Plans, and dry discharges of sewage to watercourses and Aberlady Bay. It has been suggested that the new housing is pressurising the outdated sewerage network.
Always seeking new members.

10. Planning – CH
Nothing new of significance
22/01050/P Change of use and alterations to workshops to form 2 houses at 17/18 Castlemains Place. No progress has been made. ELC and ELHA are in discussions regarding the remediation of the old septic tank. CH to follow up.

11. AOCB
· ZT requested that residents forward any details that you would like to add to future meeting agendas.
· BF confirmed that sadly due to red tape he is no longer involved in the food bank collections. Suppliers were restricted by a requirement to package and date produce prior to distribution. Collections will continue for donations left at Amalfi and BF will continue to sell golf balls to raise funds.
· DC confirmed that the remaining replacement of old lampstands with heritage lighting has been included within ELC Roads department’s budget for 2024/25
· FM reminded everyone of the Fete & Games on 22nd June.

Next meeting
The next public meeting will be on 15th August 2024, Castle Inn at 7pm.

Actions:
Old Outstanding or need updating
a) CH to follow up addressing stopped-up Castlemains Place and disused septic tank with ELC /ELHA.
b) DC/SPB to continue pressing ELC regarding the village hall.
c) ZT to liaise with TD and amend and reissue LPP
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